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Media release | Communiqué 
 

“A new Institute for Canadian Citizenship–Leger poll reveals that 64% of new Canadians fear rising discrimination amid the 
pandemic, and many report being judged and targeted.  
 
Launched as part of the institute’s #StandTogether campaign during the crisis, the poll shows how discrimination is affecting 
newcomers, with 63% saying they worry every time they take public transit.  
 
‘I think these numbers demonstrate that immigrants are under a tremendous amount of stress and anxiety,’ says Yasir Naqvi, 
CEO of the institute and former attorney general of Ontario. ‘It is impacting their day-to-day life and causing stress not only for 
them, but their families.’  
 
A total 2,471 respondents — including 956 new Canadians — completed the survey between April 27 and 30. The margin of 
error for the study was +/-2.5%, 19 times out of 20. New Canadians expressed significantly more concern around everyday 
activities because of discrimination, to the point that:  
 

 27% are worried about wearing a mask in public (vs. 21% of the general public)  

 49% are worried about going out to run errands (vs. 34% of the general public)  

 53% are worried about going out in public (vs. 35% of the general public)  

 33% are worried about telling people they work with about possible symptoms of illness (vs. 20% of the general public)  

 and 63% are worried about taking public transit (vs. 47% of the general public). Among Chinese-Canadian new citizens who 
responded, a full 81% fear discrimination while taking transit.  

 
Almost half of the new Canadians in the poll report being essential workers. Naqvi says their mental and physical health is being 
unduly affected if they fear negative reactions each time they don a mask or ride transit to work.  
 
‘We need to #StandTogether with Canadians who are feeling left out and who have been bearing a disproportionate impact of 
the pandemic,’ he says. ‘All Canadians need to do the hard work to counter racism. That’s why we’re doing collecting the data to 
create that awareness, and to mobilize people.’”  

 
Download the full report | Télécharger le rapport complet (en anglais) :  
 

https://www.inclusion.ca/site/uploads/2020/06/ICC-Leger-Polling-Results-June-2020-EN.pdf  

 

https://www.inclusion.ca/site/uploads/2020/06/ICC-Leger-Polling-Results-June-2020-EN.pdf


 

Other recent articles from the Institute of Canadian Citizenship | Autres articles récents de l'Institut pour la citoyenneté 

canadienne : 
 

 How physical distancing is negatively affecting Canada’s marginalized communities | Les conséquences négatives de la 

mise en œuvre des mesures de distanciation physique chez les communautés marginalisées du Canada (2020-06-24) 

 

 How diversity in media could help combat misinformation during COVID-19 | Comment la diversité dans les médias 

pourrait aider à combattre la désinformation pendant l’épidémie de COVID-19 (2020-06-17) 

 

 Refugees and newcomers to Canada struggling to resettle among COVID-19 restrictions | Les réfugiés et les nouveaux 

arrivants au Canada ont peine à se réinstaller à cause des restrictions imposées en raison de la pandémie (2020-06-10) 

 

 Some internationally trained doctors are being allowed to practice during COVID-19, but what happens after? | Des 

médecins formées à l’étranger sont autorisées à pratiquer pendant la crise de la COVID-19, mais que se passe-t-il ensuite? 

(2020-06-03) 

 

 
Additional information 
 
Research at a Glance is designed to inform the Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) community and other interested parties 
about recently published, policy-relevant research from government, academic and NGO sources. The views expressed in the documents 
described do not necessarily reflect those of IRCC. 
 

Please forward this message to colleagues who may be interested in subscribing to Research at a Glance.  
If you have a relevant topic that you would like us to share, please submit it to Research-Recherche@cic.gc.ca. 

 
De plus amples renseignements 
 
Recherche en un coup d’œil vise à informer la communauté d’Immigration, Réfugiés et Citoyenneté Canada (IRCC) et autres parties 

intéressées sur les recherches récemment publiées et pertinentes sur le plan des politiques, provenant de sources gouvernementales, 

universitaires et d'ONG. Les opinions exprimées dans les documents décrits ne reflètent pas nécessairement celles d’IRCC. 
 

Veuillez transmettre ce message à vos collègues qui pourraient être intéressés à s’inscrire à Recherche en un coup d’œil.  
Si vous avez un sujet que vous souhaitez que nous partagions, veuillez le soumettre à Research-Recherche@cic.gc.ca. 
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